MUK
0

A R:‘dn}r River District
Social Services

Administration Board




Acknowledgments

The 2021 Point-in-Time (PiT) Count was made possible by the collaboration of multiple
community agencies, organizations, and individuals. We would like to thank the following
organizations for their support:

Atikokan Employment Center Atikokan

Native Friendship Centre

Atikokan Food Bank

Rainy River Districpe Women6s Shelter of H«
Canadian Mental Health Association

Fort Frances Jail

Mobile Crisis Response Team

Kenora-Rainy River Districts Child and Family Services

Northwest Community Legal Clinic Salvation Army

Rainy River District School Board United Native Friendship Centre

Riverside Health Care Facilities Rainy River District Victim Services Program
Northwestern Health Unit

The Rainy River District Social Service Administration Board respectfully acknowledges that
the 2021 PiT Count was conducted on the territory of Treaty 3, the traditional land of the
Anishinaabe people. We also recognize our local Metis Nation that shares the spiritual
history of this land.

ACRYOULEDGING -~
’pﬂﬁ. ac

S

nswwégs SEN rﬁqm‘

Report Completed May 2022

Prepared by: Brenda Witherspoon-Bedard, Community Engagement Coordinator (Homelessness)

R T



MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF EXCUTIVE OFFICER
KEY HIGHLIGHTS

DEFINATIONS

RAINY RIVER DISTRICT

© N o1 b

METHODOLOGY AND PROCESS- 11
Pointiln-Time Count 11
Limitations 11
Planning 12
Staff Recruitment & Training 12
CONDUCTING THE PiT COUNT 13
Communities 13
Promotion 13
Weather During Enumeration Count 15

Survey 15

By-Name List and PiT Count 16

Youth 16

FINDINGS 23
2021 RESULTS DEMOGRAPHICS 24
CHANGES OVER TIME 31
REFERENCES 41
SURVEY RAW DATA 43




A MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF EXCUTIVE OFFICER

In accordance with legislation, the Rainy River District
Social Services Administration Board (RRDSSAB)
undertook our second homeless enumeration in the fall
of 2021. We were required to use a Point in Time (PIT)
methodology, which is a one-day snapshot across the
district. We would like to thank our numerous partner
organizations who assisted in this process. There were
significant limitations and concerns raised about the
timing and methodology in our 2021 enumeration. In
smaller rural communities, we experience an
understating of the number of individuals experiencing
homelessness. This was due to weather, lack of
contact with agencies during COVID-19 and the fact
that we were still in a lock down phase of the pandemic.
As such, this report only recognizes 37 individuals
across the district as experiencing homelessness.
Although there have been some improvements in the
district to address homelessness, such as the five new
Safe Beds and enhanced Mental Health & Addictions
programming, it is felt that we still have a lot of planning
and resources needed within our community. This
enumeration still provides us with opportunities to

continue to address homelessness and with the BNL specifically assist identified individuals

with wrap around services from participating agencies. With a better understanding of what

homeless looks like, together we will continue to eliminate homelessness in our communities.

Thank you

MISSION

Meeting needs by providing services with caring, integrity, and accountability.

VISION

To provide quality, people centred services in an efficient, affordable, and

sustainable manner
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2021 HOMELESSNESS ENUMERATION

37 IDENTIFIED AS The 2021 Rainy River District Enumeration Point in
HOMELESS Tin.'le Count-\n.las I'_1eld on October 5, 2021. The count was
a time-specific glimpse of the number of people
experiencing homelessness in the Rainy River District.
The count supports work to end homelessness in our
district by helping us understand homelessness better.

SLEEPING LOCATIONS

@
EXPERIENCING CHRONIC HOMELESSNESS
LOCATION _PERCENTAGE

Someone Else’s Place | 41 .

Qutside | 19

Hotel | 16

Shelter | 11
Jail
Transitional Housing
Camper
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CONTRIBUTING FACTORS TO HOMELESSNESS
®

CONFLICT
WITH OTHERS
25%

INCARCERATION SRMENTAL HEALTH B8 UNFIT HOUSING LOW INCOME
11% & SUBSTANCE USE 9% 9%
17%







